400. LETTER TO MAHOMED SEED AT

JOHANNESBURG,
May 27, 1905

MR. MAHOMED SEEDAT
C/o MR. M.C. ANGLIA
GREY STREET
DURBAN

DEAR SHETH SHRI MAHOMED SEEDAT AND OTHER ISLAMI TRUSTEES,

Your letter to hand. I find that you and the other gentlemen have
been offended by my speeches1 and my writings. I am sorry about this and
beg to be forgiven.

My intention in that speech was to serve all Indians. I believe this
was just the impression created on the minds of my hearers.

What I said was no doubt on the basis of history and I would request
you in this connection to refer to The Encyclopedia Britannica^ Hunter's
Indian Empire^ and such other books.

To my mind, members of the lower castes are not base. I consider
it a godly act to take care of them. You ask me my caste; well, I
am a Vaishya.

What more shall I say?2

Salaams from
M. K. GANDHI,

From the Gujarati in Gandhyi's hand : Letter Book (1905) : No, 163.

401. ADDRESS TO LORD SELBQRNE

JOHANNESBURG,
[May 28, 1905]*

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY

We, the undersigned, representing the British Indian settlers in the
Transvaal, beg to tender to Your Excellency a respectful welcome, and
pray that your tenure of office may be marked by a return to prosperity
of the country and by peace and good-will among the various sections of
His Majesty's subjects in this sub-continent. May we ask Your Excel-

1  Vide "Hinduism" March 4 and 11, 1905
2  Gandhiji had earlier explained his stand in some detail; vide "Mr. Gandhi's Clarifica-
tion", 13-5-1905.
3  The address was actually presented on Wednesday, June 7.